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3 i 8th DAY PESACH 1980 - YIZKOR

vizkor is in future not past. We called to remember in future not past. 1In
the Torah Pesach is called Pesach or Chag Hamatzos. When Israel refers to
G-d it is called Pesach. When G-d refers to Israel it is called Chag Hamatzos.
pPesach can also mean to be lame. We are all vulnerable. We think we can
control things. We have trouble even controlling ourselves. We all subject
to pain, death, circumstances beyond our control. Chag Hamatzos points this
out. Matzo is all we took with us when left Egypt.for desert. We vulnerable.
G-d says yes, Israel, you are vulnerable but I shall help you. We refer to
G-d as Pesach, as limping. It's hard to see justice in world. It's hard to
see how right will triumph. Innocent Jewish babies are being killed, were
killed yesterday. G-d is limping in the world but we will persevere. How

do we handle our vulnerability? There are two marriage blessings which are
almost the same. Yotzer Adam and Yotza Adam .
Why two almost identical blessings? Yotzer Adam speaks about man as another
animal creature. But man is more than that. If man only one more animal
creature then who care if individual lives or dies, it's only the species
which is important. Then Stalin and Hitler right. The second blessing
emphasized there are other needs to man than animal needs. A male animal
fulfills his need and then leaves. The mother sees to it otherwise the father
will eat the young. Human beings need relationships. To deal with our
terrible vulnerability, even G-d vulnerable, we need permanent
relationships. We aren't self-sufficient. In America big leaning that we

can be self-sufficient, that we aren't vulnerable. 800 murders in Houston
last year prove we are. We need relationship family to deal with our
vulnerability, to give us the emotional security to persevere. Without it

we can't. Why Jewish achievement? Because we had parents who loved us and
cared for us, who gave us emotional security. Why little drunkenness among
Jews? Because we not plagued with fears of inadequacies and guilt over

things we can't control. Rabbi Avigdor writes in his book "From Prison to

Pulpit" about his relationship with father, beautiful relationship. This
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relationship allowed both of them to survive the war. He tells the story

of how he hid one day when an action was held against Jewish children.
Mother had two little children. German Captain give her a choice which

one of them she wanted to save. Gave her three minutes. Couldn't choose.
So German took both of them. Avigdor's father cried when heard story. True
Jewish mother. She loved children so much couldn't choose between them.
Love of children mark of Jew. Children give so much to parents. When

smile give so much joy. When do bad cause sky to fall down. Our responsibility
to love our children and like they loved us so Judaism
can continue so we and they can hurdle our vulnerability. On Pesach we

have a Seder with family, the number 4 predominates. A father, a mother,

a son, a daughter. Let us learn to strengthen family in this way we

show true respect to those gone before.




